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Neighborhood,  iidlions 
focus  of  SBC  meeting 


rcw  OIUANS  (V)  - ‘JewK 

to  tbe  Neifbbacfaood  and  the 
Natiaae,*  it  die  theme  fcr  the 
Southeni  Baptiat  Cooventiao 
(SBC)  animal  meetfaig  on  June 
1^20  in  New  OrMuia,  SBC 
PwaideatBtyantWntfithaaan- 
nouncad. 

Drawn  bon  Luke  a4:47>4a, 
the  theme  ia  tvorded  to  oom^ 
the  importapce  of  dual  mhatnna 
at  home  and  abrond,  Wri^ 


aaid.  “Sometimea  people  feel  Gke 
it’a  atbmrlac,  that  th^.  muat  fo¬ 
cus  on  dinae  at  home  to  the  ne- 
dect  of  thcae  in  the  uttermoet 
pans,*  Wright  stod. 

“Scmetiinea  people  are 
ao  focuaed  on  the  uttermoet 
part  that  dm  neghrt  tbeir 
own  neUibothoi^  dieir  own 
miaiaoo  Ud.  ...[S]ame  people 


Outstanding  marks 


■mr* 

■  m 


OUTSTANDING  AWAUD  —  Preeent  wtwn  the  Chriaban  Woman'a  Job  Corps  (CWX)  of  Canfal 
Miaaiasippj  won  an  award  for  eaoaNertoe  were  (from  left)  Jeen  flobereon,  national  Womans  N  Is- 
stonaty  Union  (WMU)  minietry  conauttancTammyArKlaraon,  Miaaiaeippi  WMU  miaeiona  oonaulta '  t; 
Annie  Shirley,  graduate  arxiprsaidam  of  the  board  of  CWJCoif  Central  Miaaiasippi;  Robin  Mabry,  site 
coordinator,  CWJC  of  Central  Miaaiaalppi;  David  George,  WMU  Foundation  praaident:  and  Sa^ra 
Maah,  atate  CWJC/Chriatian  Mania  Job  Ceipa  cootdinalor  ter  Miaalaaippi  WMU.  photo)  _ 

Christian  Women's  Job  Corps  of  Central  Miss, 
receives  top  national  honors  for  excellence 


BHMMQHAM.  Na.  (SB  Md  lo- 
aal  lapofta)  —  ChristiaD  Wom- 
en'a  J(»  Com  (CWJO  of  Central 
Minlaaippi  m  Jacfcaon,  a  mm- 
iaOy  of  me  natiomd  and  MWa- 
dppi  Woman'a  Miarinnary  Umon 
(miUL  haa  been  lecogulred  fay 
me  nattonal  CWJC  promm  aa 
the  aoia  Outatandhig  far 
ila  work  UfUng  up  downtrodden 
women  and  giving  them  the  skiBa 
to  mdie  their  way  through  life. 

A  nM  from  the  national 
WMU  Foundation  that  aooompa- 
niea  die  Outstanding  She  award 
win  be  naed  to  eet  up  dareea  far 


paitidptoia  in  farUift  eMety  and 
oartifiaMioo  training  compliant 
with  Occupadooal  Safety  and 
Heakfa  Adminiatration  atandarda, 
aiteoffieialaaald. 

‘What’a  unique  about  our  dte 
if  we  are  die  onty  faith-baaed. 
nOoprofat  otganizabon  in  OUT  area 
where  women  teach  women  and 
minister  to  the  whole  woman,* 
afid  Robin  Mabry,  she  ooanfiiia' 
tor  linoe  2009. 

FatabHdied  in  2000,  CWJC  of 
Central  Mkaianpn  odin  a  vari¬ 
ed  of  daaaes  faiouding  practice 
application  Bible  houae- 


budgedM,  HIV  and  STD 
eneaa  andteating,  women’a 


ooeimuter 

gakiOa. 


literacy,  and 


*We  have  faund  that  our  atu- 
danta  excel  in  InduBtiui 
envirorunenta,  unttlie  clerical  cn- 
viroiunenti,*  liie  aakL  It  rpc? 

SM  evuLMTon  p.  e 


Nominees  sought  to  fill  MBC  2013  posts 

The  2012  Committee  on  Nominations  ■  Baptiat  Memorial  Health  Care  and  aganciea  to  bring  a  lift  of  noraineea 

approved  by  the  meaaengeri  of  the  176th  S>atem,  Inc.  (Memphis)  to  be  approved  by  the  messengera  of  the 

MiMsaippi  Baptiat  Conventhm  will  soon  ■  Board  of  Minuterial  Education  177th  annual  m^ng  of  the  MiasUsippi 

begin  reviewing  the  truateefboerd  mem-  ■  Education  Commisaion  Baptiat  Omvention  on  October  30-31  at 

her  positiona  on  tbe  boanU  and  commia-  ■  Historical  Commission  First  Chuich,  Jackson, 

slona  of  tbe  MUsiasiimi  Baptiat  Conven-  ■  Blue  Mountain  College  Nomination  forma  arc  available  from 

tion  (MBO  to  serve  in  2013.  According  ■  Miasiisippi  College  Executive  Adroiniatratic  n  -  Brenda  Box, 

to  Gordon  Sanaing,  committee  chairman  ■  William  Cerey  University  Miaaiaalppi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 

and  member  of  Rrxt  Church,  Brandon.  ■  MUiiaaippi  Baptist  Christian  Action  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205*0530. 

'there  will  be  a  limited  number  of  vacan-  Coramiaaton,  Inc.  E-mall:  bboxgPvbcb.org.  Telephone: 

des  to  be  filled  on  the  following  boards  ■Miisissippi  Baptist  Convention  (6oil  292-3201  or  toll-free  outside  Jack- 
and  commissions:  Board  aon  (Boo)  748**651,  ext.  aoi. 

■  Miasixaippi  Baptist  Foundation  Completed  forma  should  be  mailed  to 

■  Baptist  Children's  Village  the  Committee  on  Noroinationa,  Execu- 

■  Baptist  Health  Systems,  Inc.  The  Committee  on  Nominations  will  tive  Administration  at  the  above  address 

(JMkson)  work  with  the  heads  of  the  institutipni  to  be  received  no  later  than  May  1. 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Sharing  the  vision 

NAMB  head  explains  strategy  amid  concerns  from  leaders 


ina 


NASHVXl£,1iMin.  (BP)  -  Noitli  Ameri 
can  Miaskm  Board  (NAMB)  Preaideiit 
Kevin  EaeU  has  participaied  recent' 
pair  of  video  conferences  aimed  at 
ton  of  missions  and  cfaurcfa  piantinf 
catalysts,  to  etqplain  the  board’s  initia¬ 
tives  in  diurcii 
and 

time  when  aeveral 
state  convention 
leaders  have  ex¬ 
pressed  concerns 
withNAMB’s 
directioa. 

Other  leaders, 

'ineanwhile,  have 
voiced  support 
for  the  mission 
board’s  strategy. 

In  a  March 
6  video  confer¬ 
ence,  Ezell  largelv 
focused  on  NAME 
strategy  for  in- 
creasuiK  the  birth¬ 
rate  of  Soudiem 
lAurches, 


distribitted  across  North  America,*  Ezell 
said. 'We  have  u  million  people  in 
Connecticut  and  do  not  have  a  fulltime 
cfaurdi  planting  catalyst  diere.  -.Then  we 
have  omer  state  conventioiis  that  might 
have  five  rrnOioo  people  and  the^  hare  23 


’’There  was  no 
rhyme  or  reason 
about  how  dieae 


andshifttnathe 
board’s  bu^et. 

*Oor  mission  EZELL 
Is  to  penetrate 
iosbMa.Wefed 

like  the  stronger  diurches  are  in  North 
Ainecica.tfaestron{)erouroven]liiiia- 
sion  win  be  throupiout  the  world,’ be 
said.  ’’The  International  kCsaion  Board  is 
supported  by  churches  in  North  Amer¬ 
ica,  so  the  stronger  the  churches  are 
here,  we  win  penetrate  lostneas  literally 
aronnd  the  world.’ 

NAMB’s  goal  ia  5,000  additiooal 
Southern  Baptiat  oongrentioaa  in  the 
next  10  rears,  Ezefl  said.  To  do  diat,  the 
oonvenoon  must  incteasf  its  birdtrste 
and  decrease  its  death  rate  for  cfaurchet. 

By  1900,  the  Southern  BaptiM  Con¬ 
vention  had  one  cfaunh  for  every  3,800 
people  in  North  America,  Ezell  sakL  In 
3010,  the  ratio  was  one  church  for  rtety 

^^^freSo^Mground.  In  the  last 
10  years,  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Coit- 
vendon,  we  hare  averaged  kiaint  880 
churches  a  year,’ Eiell  iskL  *Ob»iously 
we  hare  to  plant  880  just  to  break  even, 
and  we’ve  not  been  doing  that’ 
Missiolofistt  recommend  one 
church  for  every  1,000  to  2,000  peo¬ 
ple,  Ezell  said,  and  aome  state  conven¬ 
tions  in  the  South  are  achievitu  that 

Kal.  Miaaiaaippi  has  one  Southern 
ptist  church  for  every  1,375  pewe. 
for  example,  but  in  New  Jersey  it  w 
one  for  every  76,384  people. 

Tlist’s  why  we  re  focusing  on  church 
planting.’  Ezra  said. 

One  strategy  NAMB  hopes  to  employ 
la  for  10  churdies  from  each  associa¬ 
tion  to  plaiit  two  diurcbet  a  year  for  the 
next  decade,  and  anodier  is  to  hare  one 
diundi  planting  catalyit  for  every  one 
million  people  in  new  work  tegMos. 

'Part  of  our  problem  baa  been  mr 
miaiionaiies  were  not  appropriaMy 


we’re  trying  to  go 
back  aim  strategi- 
caDy  place  them 
throughout  North 
America.  ...Th^Tl 
be  located  in  areas 
with  the  highest 
populstfon,  and 
we  re  encouramng 
them  to  shcxit  nor 
a  goal  of  four  new 
churches  every 
year,’ Ezell  said. 


hare  regionalized. 
We  have  down¬ 
sized  our  staff  in 
Alpharetta  by  well 
over  too  people, 
and  every  dime 
of  the  mooiw  diat 
we  bare  eitber  transitioned  out  or  a 
state  budget  or  out  of  our  budget  here 
in  Alpharetta  is  going  to  those  regions, 
going  to  church  pUnitermissinniries  and 
druroh  plants.’ 

NAkft’sgoslfe  to  devote  half  its 


^-^SXpercent  of  the  budget  goes  to 
moseenortx  EaeDsald. 

“We  do  a  lot  of  other  things  tbarnust 
churdi  ptanring  I  made  a  mntake  from 
our  first  year  iraen  I  wanted  to  help  ut 
refbcma  on  church  plantingj  Ezell  said. 

’..  Jfy  was  I  juat  talked  about 

cfauru  planting.  TTie  reason  I  did  that 
WM  to  ^  to  get  the  Soudiem  Baptist 
Convennoo  to  focus  <»  that  neecLnrhis 
year  we’re  going  to  go  back  and  make 
oertainpeopleundautandwe’restilldo- 
n^theodierdiiiiga-  But  we  bare  to  hare 
a  sense  of  focus  here.’ 

CoRCBrns  gxprassed 

In  January,  baden  of  the  Califiitnia 
Soudtem  BapM  Convention  diairflxited 
a  report  detiffi^  how  changes  at  NAMB 
wiD  impact  their  work.  The  report  con¬ 
tained  seven  specific  oaocetns  stenuning 
ftum  NAMB  actmg  *unilaterally,’  and 
moat  of^  ooncems  were  about  fimding. 
Also  inoucfed  in  the  report  were  NAMB  a 
renianaea  to  the  coaoems. 

*CSBC  is  now  fiinctioniiw  in  an  un¬ 
known  tdadomiiip  with  NA(B  thaL  in 
many  ways,  has  abarxloned  cooperadon.’ 
the  report  said  at  the  outieL  ‘The  currem 
reiadoadiip  with  NAMB  is  now  a  top- 
down  dertaun-making  relationahip  where 
NAMB  dktates  its  mandstet,  slnfi^  and 
financial  support  ootaide  a  formal,  oocm- 
eradre  understanding  of  relationahip. 


NAMB,  in  reaponse,  said  execudre 
Erectors  in  various  state  conventkms 
agreedtodr^anewcuatomizableout- 
Ime  for  rdationshiTO  between  NAMB  and 
state  conventions.  That  new  template  ia 
sdB  bdru  formulated,  NAMB  said. 

RickL  AJiCty  executive  director  of 
the  Alabama  Baptist  State  Board  of 
Missions,  told  board  members  in 
February  that  NAMB’t  emphasis  on 
(diurch  planting  inhibits  its  partner¬ 
ship  with  Alabama  Baptists. 

NAMB  hss  not  articulated  how  its 
church  plant^  model  compares  with 
the  mood  utilized  by  Alabama  Baptists, 
Lance  said,  and  has  not  aadsfectorily 
honored  die  historic  cooperative  agree¬ 
ment  process  between  die  mission  hoard 
and  state  conventions. 

’Does  the  North  American  Mission 
Board  want  to  hare  miasicinaries  in 
Alabama  who  are  not  diurch  planters?’ 
lance  asked,  also  expreasii^  concern 
over  reduced  funding  from  NAMB. 
’...Alabama  needs  NAMB,  and  NAMB 
needs  Alabama,  but  NAMB  needs  Ala¬ 
bama  more  than  we  need  NAMB.' 

Emil  Turner,  executive  director  of  the 
Arkansas  Baptist  State  Convention,  also 
expreswd  concern  about  the  way  NAMB 
is  relating  to  its  partners. 

*Of  greater  concern  to  me  than  the 
impact  on  Arkansas  is  the  impact  on  our 
partners  that  hare  to  reach  die  ptooecr 
areaa,”ninieriaid.  *Iam  very  much 
ooncanedthatdieNortfaAineticanMie- 
sion  Board  strategy  for  planting  cfaurchat 
does  not  guarantee  that  cfaurcnra  that 
are  plaiited  win  be  marked  by  Baptist 
distinctrves. 

*Their  strafegy  underminet  the 
ftrength  of  die  lurches  diey  plant  as 
th^  oefund  aasodadonal  woni  and 
diurch  stmport.’ 

Bob  Mub,  executive  director  of  the 
Kansaa-NefarMkaCocventionofSouth- 
eni  Baptists,  said  two  changes  that  wffl 
hh  hb  convention  hardest  are  NAMB’s 
decbioa  not  to  provide  insurance  for 
mbskmaiies  in  Kansas  and  Ndiraaka 
who  receive  baa  than  half  of  their  salary 
60m  the  mbsion  board  and  NAMB’i 
decbioo  to  alter  the  funding  formula  for 
the  two-state  convention. 

'These  two  changes  win  cost  our  oon- 
ventioa  and  local  aaaodatioaa  significant 
doOars  .’  Mflb  wrote  in  the  convention’s 
newspaiier  in  February.  Noting  NAMB’s 
shift  toward  a  key  emphatis  on  church 
pbrtting,  MiBa  wro^  ‘Kanaas-Nebraska, 
other  slate  conventions  and  local  aaao- 
datioos  do  not  bare  the  luxury  of  being 
so  sir^  focused.’ 

TnOhio,roesMngerstodiestateoon- 
vention  bat  fan  passed  two  lesohitions 


NAM£  One  resolution  saM  the  funding 
formub  change  *win  require  an  estimated 
three  milfion  doDats  be  added’  to  the 
state  convention  budget  by  Ohio  Baptists. 

resolution  requested  that  NAMB 
reconsider  decisions  Vhich  will  threaten 
a  potentially  disastrous  impwrt’  on  the 
mitskms  effort  of  Ohio  Baptists. 

The  second  resolution  i^uested  that 
NAMB  trurtees  ’continue  th«r  finaiK^ 
support  of  their  misskmaries  in  Ohio,’ 


skm  field,’ uaing  terminology  included  b 
the  Great  Comtiusaion  TaskPorce  report 


defining  missionaries  as  aaaodatiooal 
directors  of  missions.  Baptist  CoBepate 
Ministiy  directors,  and  employees  of 
Ohio’s  dgbt  mission  centers  as  weB  as 
church  pumters. 

Jadi  Kwok,  executive  director  of  the 
State  Convetrtion  of  Baptists  in  Ohio, 
said  at  the  time  hb  state  qualifies  is  an 
‘under-reached  and  underaerved  mb- 

lin 
iceport 

approved  by  the  SBC  in  2010. 

In  Febniiuy,  state  convention  ex¬ 
ecutive  directors  appointed  a  special 
committee  ’To  evaluate  how  state 
conventions  and  NAMB  can  maximize 
cooperation  during  the  transition  pro- 
ceas  of  impbmentmg  the  new  NAMB 
initiatives.’ 

Turner,  immedbte  past  president  of 
the  executive  directors'  fellowship,  said 
the  committee  desires  to  ‘cooperate  with 
NAMB  in  a  way  that  h^is  strengthen 
new  work  conventions.’' 

Strengthening  churches 

Leaders  in  at  least  three  state  con¬ 
ventions  have  been  on  record  in  recent 
months  supporting  Ezell's  efforts  at 
NAMB. 

Garvon  Golden,  a  longtime  leader  in 
the  Dakota  Baptist  Convention  who  was 
rtected  eaecuore  (Urector  in  March,  asld 
the  two-atate  convention  wiU  focus  on 
strengthening  cburchea  and  pbnting 
evangeibtic  rourcfaes. 


Sven  with  aome  of  the  c 
that  hare  been  made,  and  fame  of  the 
directions  that  NAMB  b  going,  they 
remain  a  very  valuable  partner  in  he^ 
ing  us  reach  the  DakcAas,'  Golden  said, 
’ree  want  to  see  die  cities  of  the  United 
States  readied  for  Christ  as  wcO  as  the 
rural  and  boiated  areas  of  the  West,  and 
we  want  to  be  cooperative  partners  with 
NAMB  in  accomplishing  this.* 

The  Dakota  convention  b  fiaring 
finambJ  chaBenses  stemming  from 
changes  at  NAMB,  but  Golden  said  the 
convention  wU  take  more  financial  le- 
sponaibilitv  for  Ha  work  and  wiU  operbe 
a  kmiiUer  staff. 

Kirk  Baba-,  president  of  the  Utah-Ub- 
ho  Southern  Baptirt  Convention.  wroSe 
in  a  column  submitted  to  Baptist  Press 
that  fhangwi  at  NAMB  are  spurring  hb 
convention  to  a  neceaaary  restructuring 
thst  has  been  put  off  for  yean. 

‘I  wanted  to  encourage  Kevin  EzeB 


vary  Churdi  in  Idaho  Fails,  Idaho,  wroSe. 
*We  see  H  as  our  opportunity  to  line  up 
our  w(irk  for  Kingdom  growth.’ 

At  their  annuw  meeting  last  fail,  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  West  Virginb  Convention  of 
Southern  Baptists  also  were  on  board 
with  NAMB  despite  diffio^tties  brought 
on  by  changes. 

West  Virginb  approved  a  reorga¬ 
nization  plan  that  opens  the  door  to  t 
greater  potential  for  startiiK  churches 
and  reaming  more  peopb  iw  Christ, 
uid  Terry  Harper,  the  state  oonvention’t 
executive  director. 
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In  2  Kings,  chapter  4,  there  is  an 
amazing  story  that  involves  the  death 
of  a  young  man.  Elisha,  the  great 
prophet,  comes  on  the  scene  and  after 
some  efforts  to  revive  him  or  resur¬ 
rect  him  nothing  worked.  Elisha  then 
stretched  out  upon  the  young  man 
and  then  got  up  and  walked  back 
and  forth  across  the  room.  The  boy 
sneezed  seven  times  and  opened  hu 


|H  cats,  horses  and  rats  sneeze.  A 
X^^sneeze  is  an  uncontrolled  reaction 
to  stimulation  usually  in  the  noae  area. 
While  we  all  sneeze,  virtually  everybody 
has  their  own  little  unique  package  of 
h^theysneeze.  There  is  the  almost 
quiet,  unseen,  and  unheard  sneeze. 
There  is  the  sneeze  with  a  wamins 

_ _ II-.  _ _ 1.  r  .  ^  m  . 


sneezea  seven  times  and  opened  his 
eyes.  It  is  interesting  tiiat  Qie  sneeze 
recorded  in  verse  35  indicates  that 
there  was  genuine  hfe  still  in  this  boy. 

Taung  that  pietpre  and  that  won¬ 
derful  story  from  Scripture,  pause  for 
a  moment  and  consider  what  there  is 
about  your  life  that  is  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  spiritual  life  within 
you.  The  spiritual  sneezes  in  life  say 
we  are  alive  in  the  Lord.  Look  at  the 
fniits  of  the  Spirit.  Things  like  love, 
joy,  peace,  longsuffering,  gentleness, 
meekness,  temperance,  and  faith  are 
^ressions  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is 
living  within  us  and  bri^ng  His  life 
to  be  seen  and  shared.  Those  thinp 
may  be  seen  as  the  spiritual  sneezes 
that  show  there  is  real  life  here.  If 
thow  things  are  not  seen,  it  may  be 
saying  a  great  deal  about  your  real 
spiritual  condition.  Yet  if  there  is 
s  the  life  of  God  residing  in  you  and 

nto  you  begin  to  see  the  flashes  of  life  in 
’  of  those  thii^  that  are  exhibited  in  the 
may  sneezes  oflife  that  is  a  good  thing, 
d 

on  The  author  can  be  contacted  at 

jfutral^mbcb.org. 


out  Ix^use  lam  about  to^^.  T^ 
there  is  the  wall  shaking,  earth  qualdng, 
you  can  hear  for  two  blocks  sneeze. 

I  got  to  flunking  about  sneezes  the 
I  was  in  a  public  place 


other  day  when  I  was  in  a  public  place 
and  there  was  a  man  vdM  sneez^  It 
rattled  the  windows  and  knocked  a 
couple  ofpictures  off  of  the  wall  Since 
we  were  the  only  two  standiiig  there  I 
said, ‘God  bless  youl*  He  s^  Thank 
you,  but  there  is  more  to  come.*  I  said. 
Really!"  He  said,  *Yes  that  is  the  first 
of  10.'  I  said,  ‘RezUlyt'  He  said,  "Yes 
and  then  he  sneezed  again.'  I  said, 
it  is  that  time  oTthe  year  and  the 
pollen  is  as  thick  as  it  can  be  and  every¬ 
body  seems  to  be  wrestling  with  vari¬ 
ous  of  allergies  and  stuffiness.’ 
He  f  aid,  *No,  that  is  not  my  problem.* 
Tneii  he  sneezed  again.  He  said,  *I  do 
thfe  aD  year  and  it  always  comes  in  a 
ser.es  of  10.*  I  said, ’Reallyl’  He  said, 
'Yeah  I  do  not  undostand  it.  but  that 
istkewaytheyedtne.*  Isa^Thatis 
wazingf  I  have  never  met  anybody 
tLat  had  that  kind  of  series  of  sneezes.* 
Ti'en  he  had  his  number  four  sneeze 


and  said,  *It  jwobably  does  get  worse 
m  the  spring  and  summer  wiien  it  is 
dusty  and  pollen  is  in  the  air,  but  I 
have  it  all  year.'  Then  thm  was  the 
eruption  of  sneeze  number  five.  I  said, 
'Man,  I  wish  that  I  could  help  you,  but 
I  do  not  have  ^  idea  what  I  could 
do.*  He  said.  There  is  nodiingto  do. 
Ijusthavetogetdiroughit*  Then  he 
sneezed  number  six.  Well,  honestly,  I 
had  heard  about  enough  at  three  or  four 
so  1  s^  T  hope  that  yoiMM  better 
soon.  Hesaid,*Ofa,  IwilC’andthen 
number  seven  exploded.  Atthat  point 
I  was  out  of  there  and  gone.  About  20 
or  30  paces  awm  I  heard  the  arrival  of 
numbereight  I  kept  on  walking. 

I  am  sure  or  ffii^  confident  that 
sneezes  number  nine  and  10  were 


close  behind,  but  I  did  not  feel  that 
I  would  be  needed  and  so  I  went  on 
about  my  business.  Later  I  thought 
that  I  probably  should  have  asked 
him  how  many  times  a  dayjhat  hap 


Correction 

►  On  page  dx 
SBue  of  The  Ban 
droraftheFIft^ 


306.  Otn  Brmcfi.  Ms.  3W54 
NKKORY  moot  IASTIST  CHMCM 
IM  SEEKWe  A  PAin  TWE  (ML 
ORtir*  LEAOn  U  o<  oompnaos 
•M  Isvt  lor  ow  Uuto  iMdon  PUm 
sum  munws  w  asdUQii  noroowi 
KM  or  you  mat  (wn  to  Hkaory  net 
BasM  OmrIi.  1124  MiSicafi  RoaO. 
Rofanoa.  >48  31073  Alto  Bacliy 
CfllTER  TEmtACE  BAPTHT 
CHtmCN,  CANTON,  MS  IS  SE EKSW 


CEL  JWGAEU  ZTVE  DONZN  CN  XO 
SCJGOL.  XO  NCAPX,  FOXVJL  P^XO  JCBF 
VR  UVL!  DVXE  VEO:  PXAYPQ-NAK 
Clue:  P  m  B 

ffaue^n  with  cryptofptqihy  and  exercise  your  Bible 

A  Kina  James  Version  BMe  verse  hat  been  en- 

eodw  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  it  substituted 
the  puxde.Sohe  by  trial  and  error.  Antwerto 
last  weekspuMxle:  Isaiah  Forty:  Eight 
•y  Charlaa  Htn.  IStl-TIXH.e  2005 


A  PANT-TIHE  PIAMrr  Ptoaat  lani 
ivaumat  to:  (tontor  Ttoraca  BaeOU 
CtWKli  oto  Paraanrial  Crnnltot  PO 

Bw  7S  Canton.  MS  38044 _ 

umon  hau  baptist  church, 
brookhavcn,  ms  is  seekmo  a 
PANT-TMK  youth  OSteCTOR  Ra- 
•uaipa  naif  ba  awlad  to  Sia  dwfcli  It 
1242  Nsto  Road  N  E..  BrooMiavto  US 
3Sa01  AaanSon:  YloiiSi  OOactor  Saardi 
Conmnaa _ _ 

bbwnuel  baptist  church  m 
VKKSBURO  MWSISSlfPI  IS  SEEK- 
INO  SKHVIOUAI.  PON  FUU  TNK 

youth  mnnster  and  associate 
PASTOR.  Plaaaa  aand  mtim  u 
Iwnwaual  BapSal  Church  ASn  Panon. 
nal  ConaMItoa.  SS49  Huy  61  Souto. 
VicAalMiS.  MS  36110  or  ainaH  lo 
*BC  jaraonnaieyahoo  com  or  contact 


MSy4  udio 


Design  A  Imcgralian  of  Professional  Auifao,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  tnstallalion 


Ihooper  Hales  PO.  Box  1575 

infofatinsatidiollc.com  Clinlan,  MS  MOW 


Ph60l-«23-9947 
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LIVING  IN  SYNC  WITH  GOD 


Central  HilK 
Bapttst  Retreat 


COST  $ISO 


P^Uittuttion  op«*n  no»^ 


Houm'Idim  is  a  laptiat  Kecawi  stippletnent  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communicatian  Services. 


2012  SMiior  Aidult  Day 


MISSISSIPPI  KiDlC^P  201 2 


CHAMPION  OF  GRACE 

k  Day  Retreat  for  Single  Adults  (Ages  20-38) 


Saturday,  fTWy  26, 2012 

^  Read  Riua  Association  Center,  llidleili  (close  to 

B  Cost  $20;  Registration  open  noui 
■  Send  payment  to  inOCB  Confereri^ 

B  Mail  rtfislratiM  In  la  Hica  CaalarNN  OftiM, 

^  ra  Bai  9Sf,  iaekaM  MS  StttS;  ar,  la  pay  aradlt 
aaM.  tall  Ja  WaaaM  a(  lta-7a-16$1.  ait.  211. 

Far  aara  iafannsttaa:  Stl-TM-nTZ  ar  prkaOharfaa.aat  ar 
wmi.tNahaak.Nai/araat.pkp.aif-IIMasStsnSSM.  DVDt,  for  promotion 
of  this  nstreat  wiil  be  availabie. 
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.  Going  to  college  this  fall? 

Hav«  you  considerad  catting 

Ihe  Student  Union? 

/ 

We  would  Mw  to  be  your  first  slop  in  halplng  you  And 
your  way  oroundl 

•  Mast  Aw  KU  dheclor 

•  sim  fWtptm  general  mmnoiiiffv 

about  Awcompua  ^ 

•  UomdxMBSU  ^.■■ 
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2012  -tale  ‘^iniile  Adult 
Day  Retreatt  —  North 

Saturday.  May  19.  2^>12  10  a'tm  —  4:30  p.m. 

At  Central  Hilla.  Koaciuako  B62-299-9730  or 
dramatfe'  mScb.or^ 

^OAt;  S20;  Drarllinc^to  rc£ii«;f^n  Ma3r  1  I 
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EACH! 


first  BapHst  Church, 


April  23 


fkst^kplis*  Church,  HarfcvMs,  April  24 
Rrst'liiplUt  Church,  Nuwton,  April  23 


<rwwjiihcfc.org/pc20l  2.  for  moro  Iwtonwolloo 


(Ml)  2M-M0S  or  1-M0-740-1M1,  oot.  305. 


cwtaytorOmlKb.org. 


Mol  oiU,  ; 


IhtatTMl  KJUtu/  SUh 


a.  I*  )  p,m,  /  Coicim)  HHte  fluplis/ 

57  /  Imo  row  owo  bMk  OrohowooriMt 


Registration 
'  open  now! 


For  moro  informolion,  plooMConloct 
Koron  016019247034. 


Dars  •• • 

MhuonsGamp 
(orSfcidonts; 

Juno  25-29 
Juk9-13 


m  Gimp  for  Girls: 
Juno  1 1-15 
Juno  18-22 
Juno  25-29 


Knftion  StonMI! 


ft3y  tar  a  nam  of  MO 
Itomnc  tjoutm^Ka. 
nvemg  »  Soulheasi 


Pray  tar  Magan 
nalav*.  Mnrtatanar] 
mirigstp^  Sounea* 


ftaytar  JafRary*  and 
Uaaa*  lialawan,  MB 

fwsaonarte  inrgtertng 
to  MierloA  Pea|:tat  in 


drougri 


Leadership  Training  2012 


F  Sunday  School  Training 

******  18.25;  September  A  15.22 

*  *ef  *  •  ^^eyotffp&rsj^SlaeeKlSuncJaySchcx^fljrtngdesigrx 

Sb,  •  of  yew  y  >piK  Ripntrg  teams  woricl^  ^i^Uhurc^ 

^  •  •  •  •  feelers  in  each  regieFrcfihe  flats  CO  the  j 

fransformotional  »°gg|^ife3si. 

•  Sunday  Schcfol  Spedficconfawxesw«t^^,^^^«™ 


Practical  PiliNciPLEs 


with  Jimmy 
Porter 


An  Enigma  in  the  Mississippi  Senate 


H(M  would  you  as  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists,  all 
689,^2  01  yon,  de¬ 
scribe  the  activity  or  inactiv¬ 
ity  of  the- Mississippi  Senate 
this  session? 

We  all  knew  it  would  take 
same  time  for  the  freshmen 
lawmakers  and  first-term  Lt. 
Oovemor  Tate  Reeves  to  get  a 
handle  on  the  l^islative  pro¬ 
cess.  However,  we  are  now 
into  the  fourth  month  of  the 
2012  session,  and  many  of  ns 
are  still  at  a  loss  on  what  to 
expect  from  the  Senate. 

Is  it  time  someooe  in  the 
news  media  to  ask  some  hard 
questions?  taaonally,  I  thfok  so! 

What  hzi  happened  to 
those  senators  who  support¬ 
ed  Billy  Hewes  in  his  failed 
bid  for  U.  Governor  in  the 
last  election?  It  appears  some 
very  promising  young  sena¬ 
tors  vrho  did  not  support  the 
current  leadership  nave  been 


silenced,  .md  some  of  those 
who  were  neutral  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  process  have  been  sent 
to  the  back  of  the  room.  Is 
this  jur*  petty  politics? 
Arethrbffls 

coming  out  at  and  — 


me  Mils  mat  OK  m. 
Senate  OGoamittees 
required  to  have 
tile  Lt  Governor’s 
personal  stamp  of 
approvalordisap- 
proyal?  sena¬ 
tor  is  eleoed  and 
sent  to  the  Capitol 
by  his/her  constit¬ 
uents  and  expected 
to  be  a  part  of  the 
democratic  pro¬ 
cess,  but  it  mpears 
tile  voices  of  many 


tile  voices  of  many 
have  been  maigmaliaed. 

To  those  of  us  who  have 
watched  tile  legnlativenrooeas 
Tor  several  years  now,  m  word 
'enigmatic  comes  to  mind. 


Need  ii 

Irsiis  said.  "I  am  Ihi-  liulil  <>l  Ihi  uorlil. 
W  hoc  Ml'  I  iilloM  N  me  »  ill  mil  \\  .ilk 
ill  (l.irkiicss  hilt  Mill  li.iM'llu 
liulil  ol  lilc."  >  loliii  S:  I  2  > 

sim|il>  '•hale  llic  lolloMiiii:  |ii'aMi' 
mIiIi  (ioiI  ill  \oiir  oMii  Molds: 

1.  I  oril.  I  .idmil  that  I  iiccil  \oii. 
'  I  li.nc  siiiiu'il.i 

2.  I  M.iiil  loruiM  iU'ss  lor  im  sins 
ami  Iricilom  Irom  clcrn.il 

ilc.illi.  '  I  rc|ii  iil.i 
.V  I  lulii,Mc  .Icsiis  ilicil  anil  rose 
Irom  llii  "raM-  lo  lorsjiM  m\  sins 
.mil  lo  i  cslorc  m»  m  l.il ioiislii() 
M  nil  Mill.  1 1  lu  licM-  in  .It  siis.i 
4.  Ill  l.iilh.  I  ini  ill-  .|i  siis  (  lirisl 
inlo  mi  Jill  .  I  roiii  this  lime  on. 
I  M.inl  lo  liic  ill  .1  loiiiiu  rclalioiislii|i 
M  illi  Him.  1 1  rccciic  (  lirisl  .i> 
mi  s.iiior  .mil  l^or^i 

"lliil  .Is  III. oil  .Is  riiiticil  him.  lo  tliciii  In  a.i'c 
Ilic  rii;lil  lo  Ini  oiiii  ij]jlilrt  II  ol  (.oil.  m  il  lo 
Ihosc  iilio  hcliiiclai  his  ii.iiiic.  I.lohii  1:12' 
II  mil  iii.ikc  a  ilccisioii  lor  (  hrisi  iuil.ii.ioiil.nl  .1 
loi  .il  Soiilln  I  II  Itaplist  iliiiri  li  ho  spii  itii.il  niiiil.iin  c. 


Enigmatic  means  puzzlh^  One 
exan^  is  that  ptodife  HUS  have 
died  in  the  Senate  tins  year.  Our 
Lt  Governor  ran  as  a  pro-life 

candidstii.  Thst’e  jvirrliTig 
House  Bill  16, 

^  known  as  the  Qiild 

Protection  Act,  is  a 
hill  we  have  worked 
on  for  several  years, 
and  in  this  session 
suppi^rs  for  the 
first  time  were  able 
B  to  get  it  paaaed  in 

the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives.  It  went  to 
the  Senate  and  was 
placed  in  Judiciary 
A  Committee  with 
Senator  Brim  Hc^ 
son  of  Vidi^irg  as 
chairman.  There  the 
bill  was  stripped  of  its  signifi¬ 
cance  by  removing  the  man¬ 
date  to  retain  a  DNA  sample  to 
be  used  in  the  prosecution  of 
aduh  men  who  prey  o<i  young 

Cand  impre^te  them, 
ting,  to  say  the  least. 

If  you  are  wondering  how 
this  can  happen,  perhaiis  the 
following  ohaervatioa  win 
enlighten  you.  There  is  one 
great  big  ole  elephant  roaming 
around  m  the  Senate  chamber, 
and  its  name  is  'Redistrict¬ 
ing.*  The  person  chairing  that 
committee  is  Senator  Merle 
Flowers  of  Southaven,  who  is  a 
very  strong  supporter  of  and  a 
n^  of  the  current  leadership. 
Connect  the  dots  and  you  can 


easily  see  that  if  a  senator  is 
not  in  step  with  leadership 
decisions,  the  potential  exists 
for  that  rebellious  senator 
to  be  redrawn  out  of  his/her 
present  district  or  thrown 
into  a  district  where  he/she 
might  have  to  run  against  a 
stronger  incumbent. 

No  one  would  ever  come 
out  and  say  that  publicly, 
but  it  doesn’t  have  to  be  said 
around  those  who  understand 
how  the  political  game  is 
played.  Redistricting  can  be 
■a  very  powerful  threat  to  any 
nonconforming  legialators. 

The  Senate  u  about  to 
receive,  for  the  third  time  this 
session,  a  pro-life  bill  known 
as  the  Heartbeat  Bill.  It  would 
define  abortion  as  child 
homicide  if  a  heartbeat  can 
be  detected  before  the  abor¬ 
tion.  1  Se  language  has  been 
attached  to  another  Senate 
bill,  and  it  will  be  interesting 
to  see  if  it  will  be  killed  again 
in  Judiciary  B  Committee,  as 
Chairman  Hob  Bryan  of  Amo- 
ry  has  already  done  twice  this 
session.  There  is  no  doubt  the 
Senate  would  vote  p^life  if 
the  current  leadership  gives 
them  the  opportunity. 

I  predict  that  when  redis¬ 
tricting  is  completed,  you  will 
see  an  entirely  different  Sen¬ 
ate.  There  are  too  many  men 
and  women  in  that  chamber 
who  have  strong  convictions, 
and  they  will  not  continue  to 


be  controlled  or  manipulated 
by  anyone  regardless  of  their 
position.  The  storm  clouds 
may  already  be  gathering  on 
the  horixon. 

This  article  in  no  wav  is 
inti.aded  to  detract  'rum 
the  v-ry  positive  things  that 
have  happened  during  this 
legislative  session.  Er  .-lier  in 
the  session.  Dr.  Jim  Fntral, 
Executive  Director-1  reasurer 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  and  1  had 
the  privilMe  of  presenting 
a  Bible  with  our  Mississippi 
Baptist  logo  to  each  elected 
official.  Their  respective 
names  were  also  embossed 
on  their  Bibles.  They  were 
vety  appreciative. 

We  b^  the  best  group  of 
representatives  and  senators  of 
*siy  state  in  the  Union.  Some 
very  positive  legislation  has 
occurred.  There  will  probably 
be  more  before  adjournment  of 
the  session. 

Keep  all  of  our  public  of- 
firiala  in  your  prayers,  and 
'  if  you  have  any  questions 
give  us  a  call  at  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
(fommissioq. 

Porter  serves  Os  executiv- 
director-treasurer  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission.  He  can 
be  contacted  at  601-292- 
3333  or  jporter^christian 
action.com. 


Submission  Guidelines 

TIw  Baptist  Rscord  is  plssssd  to  publish 
naws  and  photographs  of  apactal  events 
that  taka  placa  in  cooporsting  churchas  of 
tha  Mississippi  Baptist  Corwantion. 

Naws  aubmittad  for  pubiicstion  in  Tha 
Baptist  Rscord  must  be  aithar  (a)  typaw^i^ 
tan,  (b)  naatiy  printad  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
papar.  or  (c)  naatiy  printad  on  standardized 
forms  providad  by  tha  nawspapar.  AN  arti- 
dss  must  be  racsiivad  in  writing:  no  artidas 
wM  ba  acx;apt(K5  ovsr  tha  talaphona. 

Naws  may  ba  suMnittad  atscnronically  to 
tha  address  below,  and  must  ba  containsd 
in  the  massage  sagmant  of  an  e-mail  forrn 
Oua  to  increasmg  virus  ttiraats.  no  text 
attachments  wiN  ba  acoaptad.  Photograph 
attachments  are  parmasaibla. 

Ptaass  make  articles  conosa.  IncKida 
the  who.  what.  whan.  vWiata  details  of  the 
storv,  along  with  a  contact  parson's  address 
and  talaphona  numbar 

Photographs  may  ba  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  raproducibla.  Digital  photos  mdy 
ba  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
eMfer  email  CO  or  DVD.  Photos  must  ba 
dear,  sharp,  and  weN-lighted.  CaN  phone 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  itams 
are  ganarafiy  not  publiahabla.  Photographs 
can  not  ba  ratumad.  Please  do  not  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  staples. 

AN  naws  itams  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  aN  photographs  are  subject  to  crtip- 
pmg.  Photographs  must  dapkn  paopla.  No 
landscape-,  buddaig-.  or  object-only  photo¬ 
graphs  wiN  ba  printed.  Nei^  dams  and/ 
or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Naws  items  and/or  photographs  de 
pwting  benefits  and  activitias  fo^  secular  or 
outaida  organizations  wM  not  bo  published. 
Daadkna  for  suflmitting  news  is  one  weak 
prior  to  rsquasted  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  wM  ba 
published  on  a  spaceavailable  basis. 

Submit  nwvs  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Racord.  P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS 
39206-0630  FAX  (601)  292-3330.  E-moil: 
baptistracordfembcb.org 
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CWJC 

cont.  fromp.1 
the 


I  far  them  and  opens 
into  that  industiy,*  Matey  said 
CWJC  of  Oential  MiasiaiTO 
is  one  of  ao6  icMslend  and  oero- 
fied  CWJC/Ctowtein  Men’s  Job 
Coepa  (OsJC)  ahea  acroaa  the 
oonntiy.  CWJC  and  CMJC  ate 
miniatiies  of  the  national  Wom¬ 
an’s  Miaaionaty  Union  that  equip 
women  and  men,  in  a  Chriatian 
contest  for  life  and  employmenL 


enoounse- 
ment  and  aoeountabil^.  Women 
mentor  women  in  CWJC  and 
men  mentor  men  through  CMJC 
In  Misaiasippi,  the  pranams 
are  admimatered  throu^  the 
state’s  WndU  office. 


r  said  she  can  see  God’s 
I  an  over  the  miniatiy 
in  Miaaiaaippi.  *God  haa  been 
faithful  in  ao  many  wi^  bom 
guiding  os  in  a  tnnaition  with 
our  board  of  direclocs,  to  chang¬ 
ing  our  cnrricuknn  tUa  year  to 
better  fit  the  needs  of  our  par- 
ticipai^  to  presiding  for  our 
financial  neeiM. 

*We  can  never  out  give  God 
Our  volunteerB  and  mentora  re- 
alix  this  as  well  with  dieir  aet^ 
vice,  hbny  of  them  come  into 
diis  thinking  ffiey  win  be  a  bleaa- 
ing  and  find  out  they  ate  die 
ones  being  Meased  by  being  an 
example  of  Christ  to  hurting  and 
lost  women.” 


her  children  after  her  fauaband 
tfi#  hid  DO  nieios 
of  suDDortinc  hff  luoilv. 

She  disoovered  CWK  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Miiaiasirji,  graduated  bom 
the  program  m  2004,  went  on  to 
earn  a  college  dwee,  and  now 
givea  back  to  other  women  in 
her  comnwmity  as  she  aereea  aa 
raesident  of  the  board  of  CWJC 
of  Central  MiaaiaeippL 

CWJC  also  is  poaoiud  for 
Mabry.’  1  lead  in  dus  mhuatry 
becauM  of  niy  own  peraond 
journ^.  My  mother  was  15  ^ 
unwed  whra  ‘  " 


it  makes.  One  shining  example 
is  Annie  Shirley,  a  pakor’s  wife 
who  was  living  in  a  shelter  with 


I  was  bom.  She 
bad  no  job  stdDa  and  dropped 
out  of  amool  in  the  lodi  giw. 
She  struggled  with  making  many 
bad  cboM^  but  she  did  &  beat 
abe  could  with  what  die  bad. 

*I  followed  her  pattern  by 
making  bad  efaoioes  of  my  own 
as  I  became  a  teenager  and 
started  doing  drugs  IM  get¬ 


ting  involved  widi  adnk  men.  I 
had  aome  Cteiftian  enoounten 
sptinUed  througbout  my  life, 
but  it  was  in  >909  when  I  mar¬ 
ried  m  aeeond  huaband  that 
some  Atiadsn  women  started 
pouring  into  nw  life  and  telling 
me  God  had  a  plan  for  me. 

’HThat  ia  wbm  I  decided  to 
Jeaueatry.” 

Jeaua  negan  working  in  her 
Ufe,  Mabry  aaid,  and  ahe  atarted 
tvteng  olhwi  dnut  His  love  and 
prying  with  them.  ‘That’s  when 
I  thoe^  to  myadCWhat  if  my 
mom  would  have  had  someone 
to  help  her? -Jlow  diffierem  my 
journey  would  heve  beea’* 

Soon  Mier  durt.  Matey  learned 
about  CWJC  of  Central  Manis- 
k  and  dMir  need  for  a  site  00- 
.*!  nm  aa  fiat  aa  1  could, 
telling  God  1  wasn't  ready,  but  He 
told  me  1  was  and  women  needed 
to  hear  my  story  about  His  love. 


mercy,  an 
how  lie 


y,  and  grace  in  my  life,  and 
He  tranafotmed  me.  ’This 
mtniaixy  is  my  testimony  .* 
Current  needs  at  the  afte  in- 
dude  manddy  dnrntions  and 
more  'vohintei^  Mabry  said. 
‘It’s  expensive  educating  an 
athik  who  has  no  reaonroes  and 
limited  education. ’The  expenses 
we  cover  range  bom  inauranoe 
to  general  office  suppUea  like 
pens  and  paper  for  us  and  par- 


tiopantB. 
Ve  ah 


also  need  some  mature 
Christian  women  to  pom  dieir 
expetienoe  widi  Christ  in  theiT 
own  lim  into  these  ladies  we  are 
teaddng.” 

To  leam  more  about  CWJC 
of  Central  Mississippi,  call 
(601)  859-9980  or  email  rob- 
inmabry^roeketmail.eom. 
To  locate  a  nearby  site,  visit 
uninv.unnu.com/Jt 


(klidcStonc 
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GuideStorie  Funds  is  honored  to  receive  the 

2012  upper  Fund  Award 

BEST  OVERALL  —  SMALL  FUND  GROUP 


Three  firsts! 

’  Our  Irat  best  overall  fund  family  Upper  Award  (for  fund  groups  with  up  to 
$40  billion  in  assets)  based  on  consistent  risk-adjusted  retumsi 

’  The  Irat  denominational  fund  family  to  ever  win  a  Upper  Award! 

’  The  Irst  ever  Upper  Award  for  a  Christian-faesed.  socially  screened  fund  familyl 


UPPER 

FUND  AWARDS  201? 
UNITED  STATES 


Past  pertafnm»  m  no  guarantee  of  future  results 

Mutual  tund  investing  involves  risk,  including  the  possible  less  ol  pnncipal 
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of  people 
around  ui 
to^  who 
misunder¬ 
stand  Jesua' 
work,  and 


Jesus  Works Tb''?ugh  His  Church  •  Matthew  16:13-19;  28:18-20 


, /Oie  firrt  time  I  beard  the  word 
owch*!  was  a  very  young  preacfaooler 
Mag  on'ay  gtandmodtera  lap.  She 
pat  OCT  arms  around  me  and  showed 
m  how  to  fold  my  fingers  at  the  knuck- 
jts  and  entwine  mem  together  doaely. 
imt poaitiofied  both  thumbs  {adng  me. 
Helping  me  hiM  than  doae  she  said, 
«w’s  the  churdi.*  Then  she  did  me 
«M»e  wMi  her  hands  on  the  other  side  of 
and  I  was  vratching  doaely.  In  her 
soft  little  voice  she  said  slowly:  'Here's 
me  church,  Here’s  the  steeple  (both 
jjefingers  pointed  up).  Open  the  doors 
(mamba  came  apart  and  huids  opened), 
yd  here’s  all  the  people!  (producing 
wgm  representing  the  congrmtion). 
j  looked  at  her  imd  smSeo.  Of  course 
I  wanted  to  do  it  a  doien  more  timea. 
warm  lap,  loving  arms,  and  sweet 
gave  me  a  love  lor  the  churdi  fve 
only  grown.to  understand  even  more  for 
aU  m  Ule.  As  I  make  that  Htde  church 
'•ph.tay  hands  now,  I  can  reiuember 
w  sound  of  her  voice.  She  spoke  slow- 
7  about  the  church  and  steeple,  but 
founded  excited  when  she  sai^  'And 
kereji  all  the  people!!'  The  people  were 
y'  nworite  piut,  and  for  sure  me  moat 
uupottant  What  is  the  most  important 
part  of  church  for  you?  Nice  buildings, 
oomfortaUe  seating,  soothing  room  cu- 
on?  Think  about  that  this  week. 


Jew^  WoA  MfanmlfTaeood  was  a  great  Old  Testament  prophet  who 

hlatiliw  16:13-14  preached  judgment  for  sins  of  the  pec^. 

God  1^  a  purpose  for  craating  people.  But  like  a  lot  of  pto^wta,  dieir  wuninn 
^coi^  have  arwunplisbed  the  purpose  were  ignored.' tHdeasB  Student  Bfote 
Himael(  but  sent  Hh  Son,  Jems  Chrisl  Dictionanf).  So  thnas  who  saw  Jesus' 
to  cany  out  His  plan.  Jeans  grew  up  as  did  works  stdl  misunderstood  who  He  was 
aD  Jev^  boys,  studying  OU  Testamem  and  why  He  was  more  than  kat  a  good 
Scripture.  As  He  matured.  He  became  man,  teacher  or  prophet.  We  should 


Scripture.  As  He  matured.  He  became 

sion.  He  , 

^  t£  ^l^dies  for  Life 

liKf  ptti^ 

GT  ^ 

couldnT  seem  to  gnap'  His  teachinp 
As  Jesus  and  His  discipire  were  ivalk- 
ing  near  Caesarea  Philip  Jesus  asked 
them,  “Who  do  people  aiy  the  Son  of  Man 
is?'  (v.13)  They  answered  diat  some  said 
John  the  Baptist,  others,  Elijah,  and  stfll 
others  thou^  He  was  Jeremiah  or  one 
of  the  prophets,  (v.  14)  'John  the  Baptist 
was  Jesus  cousin  (Luke  1:13)  who  came 
to  prench  rnentanoe  and  prepare  the  way 
for  Jesus.  Efijah  was  a  weO-loved  prophet 
of  Israel  who  stood  for  God  against  ulse 
rdigious  leaders  and  kings.  Jeremiah 


Olwioualy,  Jesus'  tcachbw  had  penrtrated 
His  (fiadples  nanda  Theninokiiw  at  Peter, 
Jesus  aiad,  'Sfanon,  you  are  imssed  be¬ 
cause  300  dkkilleare  that  fium  aiiy  earthly 


source.  My  Father  in  Heaven  revealed  that 
truth  to  (v.17)  Jesus  wanted  aD  at 
them  to  be  prepared  to  confcsa  that  trudi 
wttfa  svsryons  may  bww  or  msL  In  vse 
18,  Jesus  spoke  danctly  sawing  'Peter,  on 
that  rock  I  wiD  build  nty  awrcli  and  the 
forcespfhades  (hell)  wfll  not  owr  power  ft*. 
What  was  Jesus  rcfecTii«  to?  Abt^dfawh 
not  conetdefed  The  enurefa*,  hut  nsmo’ 
the  believers  and  foOowers  of  Christ  who 
worship  there.  (Romans  16-.5)  Many  Bihfe 
scholars  believe  Jesus’  ivfipjviae  to  The 
rock*  to  be  the  truth  Peter  had  just  declared 
about  Jesus.  If  we  as  believers  confess  who 
Christ  is,  we  give  others  acoeas  to  the  king¬ 
dom.  On  not  confessing  means  we  deny 
people  acoeas  to  the  kingaom. 

Jeans’ Work  Mmidaied 
Matthew  a8:iS-ao 

Jesus  told  the  disciples  He  had  aD  au¬ 
thority  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  He  com- 
manded  them  to  'Go...inake  diadples  of 
all  nations...baptize  them...Teach  them 
aD  I  have  commanded  you'.  (w.  1^20) 
Do  you  believe  the  Great  Commission 
from  Jesus  applies  to  ns  today?  If  you 
feel  incompetent,  trust  Jesus'  pioiniae 
in  Verse  20.  'I  am  witb  you  always,  to 
the  end  of  the  age,'  (HCSB). 

Dous  is  a  member  of  FeBouiehip 
Church,  Meridian. 


SBC 

oofir .  Aom  p.  1 

unlaaa  they  are  reaching 
neighborhood  first,  they 
dont  have  the  right  to  focus  on 
VifoB  to  the  natiana,*  Wright 
Mpouad,  nottam  Thh  h  a  spe- 
““■tyworded  ttieme  Christ  is 
Hear.  We  are  to  focus  on  both.  It  is 


not  either/or.  It  h  botVand  The^ 
ought  to  be  our  focus  aB  the  time. 

A  radical  leprioritixation  of 
Chrisfs  Oeat  (hmmissinn  is 
Wright's  prayer  for  the  mission 
focus  of  the  annual  meeting,  to 
be  held  at  New  Orleans' Ernest  N. 
Motial  Convention  Center. 


the  Holy  Spirit  as  we  focus  on 
canying  out  Christ’s  Great  Com¬ 
mission  in  a  unified  spirit* 
Wrieht  chose  the  psssagr 
from  the  book  of  Luke  to  ex¬ 
pound  on  the  disciple  Luke’s  fre- 
cnientK  quoM  rendering  of  the 
Great  Commiasino  in  Acta  1:8. 

nrhat'a  the  beauty  of  the  (foa- 
pels,  to  look  at  parallel  teachings 
in  different  Gospels.  It  gives  us 


a  sense  of  freshness,  an  under- 
standina  of  what  Jesus  is  teach¬ 
ing  us.  Lord  willing,  I  intend  to 
preach  OP  this  expression  of  the 
Great  Commission  in  my  con¬ 
vention  sermon,*  Wr^t  said, 
referring  to  the  pmidimt’s  ad¬ 
dress  on  Tuesday  during  the 
convention 

'I  think  it  just  alloyrs  us 
to  expound  more  on  the  very 


crisp,  clear  mission  Jesus 
gives  us  in  Acts  1:8.* 

Wright,  senior  pastor  of  the  At- 
buita-area  Johnson  Perty  Churdi 
in  Marietta.  Ga.,  ivfll  oondude 
his  second  one-year  tem  as  SBC 
president  during  the  New  Orleans 
aimual  merting  and  is  oonatitu- 
tionaDyi  ligiMe  for  a  third  term. 
No  canc  dates  have  yet  been  an¬ 
nounced  for  the  post 


Chnstianity  104:  Be  Good  Neighbors  •  Luke  10:25-37 


A  teadicr  once  pnUed  a  nasty  trick  on 
at  at  Crowder  Junior  High.  litoShaw 
gave  ua  a  pop  diat^ahe  daimed 
would  coont  aa  a  high  percentage  of  our  ■ 
mde.  that  was  a  paaa/feD  scenario,  and 
niat  had  a  ridicnious  time  Umft.  In  the 
panic  tiiat  ensued,  a*' botonedaasmate 
faOed  to  heed  her  final  histiucti^  to 

make  sure  to  read  the  instruction^  the 
lop  of  die  test  before  beghmingTIwhen 
fiiat  timer  atarted  there  was  an'audi- 
ble  screechiite  and  a  fog  of  carbon  dust 
raised  from  &  radng  pmcil  leads  fight- 
lag  for  traction  on  paper.  The  only  per- 
aou  that  actually  read  the  instructions 
Ad  as  the  teat  instrarted,  ignore  die  rest 
ofthetesL  Wewerer  iieatedbyourown 
ambition.  This  week’s  Sunday  Schord 
lesson  hit  me  in  much  die  same  way. 

Ihe  writer  puDs  from  the  stoiy  of  the 
Good  Samaritan.  No  problem,  Tve  heard 
and  preadied  on  that  story  coundeas 
times.  I  have  lots  to  say  about  it  RecaO- 
ingpqr ‘schooling’ by  Mias  Shaw.  I  pte- 
paredanyway.  Gende  teachera,  if  you  are 
not  taking  advantage  of  the  free  *Extra 
far  Sundm  Schoor  resource  available 
throng  Iwwayxom,  this  is  a  good  weA 
logiveitatiy.  My  confidence  was  quickly 
wiped  but  fay  the  Extra  resource  and  God 
was  once  a^  in  the  driver’s  seat  where 


about  the  Pastor  and  Deacon  that  oosaed 
FoaowOcScrteii^  Lake  lotars-  ontheotfaerrideoftfaeroadandtheMua- 
*?“*“***  Dm  or  Satanlst  diet  stoppeJ  and  helped 
bow  of  die  JewUi  leaders  and  M.  Hfa  The  contrast  fa  diatneX^  — 


statement  in  verse  28  says  it  ad  Yonhave 
sufficient 
k  n  o  wl • 
edge,  take 
the  next 
step  and 
do!  Hfa 
main  cri¬ 
tique  of 
dte  Jews 
was  their 
expansive 


of  Godrs 

law,  their  obsessive  observance  of  the 
Ws  ordinances  and  nary  a  fruit  to  show 
far  it  To  daim  nith  without  also  feeling 
drav  j  to  meet  the  needs  of  others  fa  a 
contradiction. 

Uaten  to  Irana,  Lake  101*9-35. 
Jesus  gives  an  analogy  of  findirwaonie- 
one  in  need  and  bow  aO  the  ‘good*  Jews 
that  came  aloem  inored  the  man  bleed¬ 
ing  in  die  ditm  Do  not  underestimate 
die  homUty  between  ^  Jewa'and 


fifoow  Cnmpaaaion,  Lake  10:36- 
37*  Notice 
mat  the  le- 
gd  expert 
wfll  not 
even  aay 
the  woro, 
'Samari¬ 
tan*.  The 
neighbor 
fa,  The 
one  who 
showed 
mercy*,  he 

says.  Jesus  often  asked  those  He  taught 
to  come  to  a  cooduaioo  that  fa  difficult  to 
admiL  Some  diosetostarmofforreitet 
violently  rather  than  admit  their  flaw.  He 
stiD  aan  ns  to  come  to  difficult  coochi- 
sions.  ThosethatadmittoJesns’aoenaa- 
tion  are  always  better  ofl  far  iL  Ignoring 
or  atorming  do  only  makes  matters  worse 
andproloiigsouraaffciiiiB.  Hecondudes 
this  eadian|K  in  verse  ^  by  repeatii«  the 


Jesus  does  not  define  ‘Wdibat'  in 
terms  of  those  diat  live  within  wee  prox¬ 
imity  to  ns  or  those  that  we  like  arwiee 
with,  (see  Matthew  5:43-48  to  heto  with 
this  dfacnasioo)  In  our  work)  a^good* 
neighbor  fa  the  one  that  fallows  the  ndes 
and  keep  to  themselves.  AgoodneUibor 
fa  the  one  that  never  coals  ns  aiiyming. 
That  fa  opposite  to  the  definitioa  of  the 
word  Jeaus  uses.  Beiiig  a  good  nei^ibor 
to  God’s  IQngdom  does  not  mean  keeping 
to  ourselves  and  tending  ooty  to  our  own. 
It  also  does  not  mean  diowing  mercy  only 
to  diose ‘Tvorthy’ of  it,  that  ad:  far  it,  diat 
are  grateful  frir.it,  or  whose  needs  do  not 
ad:  more  than  we  are  prepared  to  give. 

For  Discussion:  1.  Describe  the  person 
that  feels  like  they  know  aO  thw  need  to 
know  about  die  mble.  WhatwDlthwget 
out  of  Church?  What  lio  they  contribute 
to  Churdi?  Is  difa  person  admowledgiite 
Christ  or  stomping  awip?  2.  What  would 
happen  if  you  missed  church  or  showed 
op  fate  and  dirty  because  you  stopped  to 
help  someone  on  your  way  there?  Which 
would  God  prefer?  3.  Wbo  are  you  afraid 
'  ‘  ~  What  promiaes  did  Je- 


would  God  prefer?  3.  Who  are  you  afraid 
tobdpandwhy?  What  promiaes  did  Je¬ 
sus  make  to  overoonie  those  fears? 


hGkhenispattorafMamStreetChurch, 

Goodman. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Xr  LEFT.  Mt  Offv*  Church, 
Batdwrtn,  prMMitad  th«  drama, 
Ha  Uvaa,  Mar.  31  artd  Apr.  1 
Approximateiy  80  mambars 
participatad  in  tha  praaantation. 
Kannath  Laalia,  miniatar  of 
muaic;  David  Haynaa,  paator. 


In  othw  Church  News: 

>-  The  Maater’a  Hnda  puppet  itiin* 
j  Bby  of 'hngipahoa  Chucf,  Swm- 
I  mlL  wiB  preaeot  Our  Chains  ate  Bro- 
ken  Apr.  aS,  6  pjn,  at  the  Ml  Pisgah 
riV:  Chunii,  ML  Heimoo,  La. 


College  News 


-Revivals 

^Homecomings 

^  Duhfci  Church,  Carson:  looth 
annlrmaty  and  revival.  May 
6-9;  Son.,  aerricea,  to  aon., 
fotlowad  by  htnch;  Aai  Pntral, 
speaker;  servioea.  7  pjn.  BMhdy; 
Danny  Henderson,  Archie  Herrin, 
Q  Nathan  L  Barber,  speakers;  Lyn 
HoDoway,  nniMc. 

la  Neshoba  Church,  Union:  Re¬ 
vival,  Apr.  22  -  39;  Sun.,  it  a.m.; 
6:45  pjn.  nightly,  Wayne  Hud- 
aon,  speaker,  John  Yates,  nmsic. 

Harmony  Church,  Carroll 
Couirty:  Homecoming  Apr.  29, 
i  '  It  a.nu  followed  by  dumer  on  aw 
■  groond;  Larry  Edwards,  speaker. 

^  Oumpond  Church,  Lumbar 
ton:  RevivaL  Apr.  27-29;  Fti. 

-  Sat.,  7  pjn.;  Sun.,  tt  a-m.  and 
6  p.m.;  {eOowahip  meals  Pri.,  6 
p.m.  and  SaL  noon;  Brad  Miles, 
Ed  King,  and  BiUv  Kant  Smith, 
speakers;  The  Rioets,  music 

^  Uborty  HW  Church,  Fmo: 
Revival,  Apr.  29  -  May  2;  Sun.,  tt 
a.m.  and  6  p,ni-;  Mon.  -  Wed .,  7 
p.m.;  Oeite  Henderson,  qieaker; 
ken  TmaseO,  music;  Jay  Ander¬ 
son,  pastor. 

^  Foplar  Spiinps  Church,  Mon- 
dariMN:  Revival,  Apr.  22  -25; 


Thirty  Bkio  Mountain  CoHope  ministerial  students  have  bean  awarded  James  LTravis  Scholsrahips  for  tha  2012-13 
acadmic  year.  John  Baker  ^  Dumas;  Zach  Brock  of  Myrtle;  Gabo  Dance  of  MHIIngton,'Tenn.;Thomas  Doughty  of  Co- 
lumbdk;  Aaron  Raher  of  RuaseiMlle  Ala.;  Robbie  Foy  of  Oakland, Iknn.;  Jon  Gilley  ofTown  Crsak.  Ala.;  B<^  Gregory 
of  Tupaio;  Jonathan  Greer  of  Ripley;  Corey  Hall  of  New  Albany;  Alex  Haetings  of  Madison,  Ala.;  Cyla  Hauloomb  of 
Shannon;  Caaay  Kaiatsr  of  Stanwood,  Wash.;  Jamas  Kimmatt  of  Pontotoc;  Knight  of  Pontotoc;  Justin  Lswia  of 
Southaven;  Dalton  McAm  of  Ripley;  Stacy  McKaa  of  Ripley:  Nathan  Mayrtard  of  El  Reno,  Okla.;Trant  Nothery  Jr.  of 
Corinth;  Joshua  Ray  of  Cordova,  Tann.;  Rota  Phillips  of  Corinth;  Ryan  Read  of  PocshontaV  Tann.;  Kevin  Rippie  of 
Savannah,  Tann.;  Jeremiah  Roaa  of  New  AHtany;  Juatin  Simntona  of  Amory;  MaaTyar  of  Nattlaton:  Bryce  Wgua  of 
Arlirrgton.TanA.;  Reece  Wkrd  of  Randolph;  sitd  Juatin  WMaon  of  Baldwyn. 


WdlBam  Carey  University  will  recognize  endowed  adtolarship  recipients  at  the  Honors  Day  Convocation  on  April  26  at 
10  a.m.  in  Smith  Auditorium.  Dorrora  of  aodowad  acholarahips  v^lt  also  ba  recognized  in  tha  convocation.  A  total  of 
144  attdowed  and  rastrictad  tohotarships  bartefitad  326  atudanta  during  2d'll  -  2012.  Pictured  are  64  of  the  racipiaots. 

In  oth«r  Coit*g«  News: 

>'  This  fall,  MisatssippI  Collaga  will  offer  the  first  classes  leading  towards  s  doctor  of  professional  counseling 
degree  on  the  Clinton  campus.  The  clinical  doctorate  is  desired  to  advance  the  career  goals  of  professional  coun¬ 
selors  wishing  to  de^lop  a  specialization.  For  more  information,  contact  Stephen  Southern  at  s0uthem9mc.edu  or 
(601)  925-3843  or  DSu  Locke  at  locke9mc.edu  or  (601)  925-3402. 


dariMN:  Revival,  Apr.  22  -25; 
7p.m.  nigilitly;  Jerry  Chaddttt. 
speaker,  Jason  (i  Dwise  Kelly, 
music;  Ted  C  Bowlin,  pastor. 

^  Biacala  Church,  Laahs  As- 
aeelallon:  Revival,  Apr.  22-25; 
bun.,  11  a.m.,  followvd  by  M- 
lowBoip  lundi  and  6  p.m.;  Mon. 

-  Wed.,  7  P-m-;  Jason  Jones, 
speaker;  Amelia  Langford,  musk; 
Smith  Sanders,  pastor. 

^  Crowder  Chureh,  Oowdar: 

Homecomii^  Apr.  22, 10:30 
am.;  Keith  Bolen,  speaker,  Ken 
TruamU,  music;  Laiiy  Kilgore, 
pastor. 

^  Hurricens  Creak  Church, 
Bandy  Hook:  Revival,  Apr.  22  - 
25;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon. 

-  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Carroll  Rob-, 
ertson,  speaker,  Curtk  Roland, 
pastor. 

^  Society  HNI  Chursh.  Oahvala: 
Reviva].  Jatr.  29  -  May  2;  Am.,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wad.,  7 
p.m.;  Danny  Stephens,  speaker; 
Wesl^  Lee,  music;  R^^  San¬ 
ford,  interim  pastor;  Billy  Paul 
Coo^,  minister  of  music. 

^  Salem  Church,  Kampar 
County:  Homeoomii^  May  6: 
aervioea,  10:30  a.in.,  follow^  by 
potluck  dinner. 

^  Uborty  Church,  Carroittan; 
Reviva].  Apr.  22-25;  Sun.,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed..  7 
p.m.;  Gary  Bunch,  cpeaker;  Doug 
Fletdier,  muaic:  Gary  Tanner, 
paator. 


